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1. Executive Summary 

 

Collins Environmental Consultancy Ltd. undertook a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal to 

identify potential ecological constraints and opportunities (protected areas or species, other 

areas or species of conservation concern, and invasive species) associated with development 

proposals adjacent to Gorsley Baptist Church, in Gorsley, Herefordshire.  Planning permission 

is being sought for the erection of an extension to the church buildings to provide a coffee 

shop and conversion of part of the adjoining playing field to provide a car parking area. 

An extended Phase 1 habitats survey of the site and external inspection of the building was 

undertaken.  The survey was undertaken by an experienced licensed surveyor.   

The survey/inspection identified that the survey site comprised species-poor mown 

grasslands and species-poor regularly managed hedgerows.   

The proposed development has the potential to adversely affect nesting birds and reptiles.  

The hedgerows were also suitable for used as a dispersal corridor but dormice, but impacts 

on this species are considered unlikely due to the limited size of gaps being proposed.  

Avoidance and mitigation measures to address these impacts are proposed, comprising 

timing of works (or pre-vegetation clearance inspection) to avoid impacts on nesting birds, 

and an inspection of the hedgerow bases following vegetation clearance but prior to 

groundworks commencing, to avoid killing or injury to slow-worms.  The proposed 

development is not considered licensable with regard to protected species.   

Assuming the effective implementation of avoidance and mitigation measures detailed in this 

report, it is considered that the proposed development is in line with national and local 

planning policy, and with legislative requirements relating to protected species and sites.   
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2. Introduction 

 

2.1. Authorship 

This report has been prepared by David Wells BSc (Hons) CEnv MCIEEM of Collins 

Environmental Consultancy Ltd. (CEC Ltd.), and checked for quality assurance purposes by 

Rebecca Collins BSc (Hons) CEnv MCIEEM (see Appendix IV for staff profiles). 

 

2.2. Instructions 

In accordance with instructions received from Richard Cockroft on behalf of Gorsley Baptist 

Church, CEC Ltd. undertook a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal of land adjacent to the church 

21st September 2018.   

 

2.3. Description of site  

The survey site comprises part of a playing field adjacent to the church, sections of hedgerow 

along the boundaries of the playing field, an area of lawn within the church grounds and those 

parts of the church building adjacent to the development proposals.  Gorsley Baptist Church is 

situated in the village of Gorsley on the Herefordshire/Gloucestershire border at Ordnance 

Survey (OS) Grid Reference SO673260.  The boundary of the survey site is shown in 

Appendix III. 

 

2.4. Proposed development and purpose of report 

The proposed development comprises erection of an extension to the existing building to 

provide coffee shop facilities, and an additional area for car parking, connected to the coffee 

shop via a new path.  This parking area will be accessed off the lane to the west of the site via 

two gaps in the roadside hedgerow, and a section of hedgerow will be removed to create the 

path between the parking area and coffee shop.  Planting of shrubs at either end of the car 

park and along the path/boundary between the playing field and church grounds is proposed   

The purpose of this report is to identify potential ecological constraints and opportunities 

(protected areas or species, other areas or species of conservation concern, and invasive 

species) associated with proposed development on the site, and to describe suitable 

avoidance, mitigation or compensation measures to address any identified ecological 

constraints.  

 

2.5. Information sources 

The sources of information used in this report are described in the text and provided as 

footnotes when first listed.  This report has been prepared with reference to BS42020 

Biodiversity – A code of Practice for Planning and Development1, and the Chartered Institute 

of Ecology and Environmental Management’s (CIEEM’s) Guidelines for Ecological Report 

Writing2. 

All methods and techniques employed by CEC Ltd. comply with CIEEM’s Code of 

Professional Conduct, all relevant legislation and best practice guidelines set out by Natural 

England (NE), Natural Resources Wales (NRW) and recognised specialist organisations, as 

detailed below.  

                                                     
1 British Standards Institution (2013). BS42020 Biodiversity – A code of practice for planning and development. 
2 CIEEM (2015). Guidelines for Ecological Report Writing.  
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Whilst every effort has been taken in order to ensure the accuracy of the information 

contained in this report, CEC Ltd. will not be held responsible for omissions, errors or 

inaccuracies contained herein.  This report is based on the information provided and 

ecological data available at the time of presentation. 

 

3. Planning policy and legislation 

 

3.1. National and Local Planning Policy 

This Preliminary Ecological Appraisal should be read in the context of aiding the applicant to 

comply with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)3 which sets out the obligations 

of Planning Authorities to aim to conserve and enhance biodiversity, by protecting and 

enhancing valued landscapes, geological conservation interests and soils, recognising the 

wider benefits of ecosystem services and minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net 

gains in biodiversity where possible.  The existing supplementary guidance in Government 

Circular ODPM 06/2005 on Biodiversity and Geological Conservation4 remains valid.  The 

requirement for public authorities to address biodiversity issues is also included within the 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act5, which states that ‘every public 

authority…must, in exercising its functions have regard…to the purpose of conserving 

biodiversity’.   

Local Planning Authority (LPA) policies adopted by Herefordshire Council in their Core 

Strategy6 include the following: 

 
Policy SS6: Environmental quality and local distinctiveness 

This includes the statement that: “Development proposals should conserve and enhance 

those environmental assets that contribute towards the county’s distinctiveness, in particular 

its settlement pattern, landscape, biodiversity and heritage  assets and especially those with 

specific environmental designations”. The policy also states that development proposals 

should be based on sufficient inform to determine the effects on features including 

“biodiversity and geodiversity especially Special Areas of Conservation and Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest”. 

Policy LD2: Biodiversity and geodiversity 

This states that “Development proposals should conserve, restore and enhance the 

biodiversity and geodiversity assets of Herefordshire, through the: 

1) retention and protection of nature conservation sites and habitats, and important species in 

accordance with their status as follows:  

a)   Development that is likely to harm sites and species of European Importance will not be 

permitted; 

b)   Development that would be liable to harm Sites of Special Scientific Interest or nationally 

protected species will only be permitted if the conservation status of their habitat or important 

                                                     
3 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (2018). National Planning Policy Framework. 
4 Department for Communities and Local Government (2005). Government Circular 06/2005: Biodiversity and geological 

conservation.  
5 The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006). 
Herefordshire Council (2015) Core Strategy Adopted Version 
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physical features can be protected by conditions or other material considerations are sufficient 

to outweigh nature conservation considerations; 

c)   Development that would be liable to harm the nature conservation value of a site or 

species of local nature conservation interest will only be permitted if the importance of the 

development outweighs the local value of the site, habitat or physical feature that supports 

important species.  

d)   Development that will potentially reduce the coherence and effectiveness of the ecological 

network of sites will only be permitted where adequate compensatory measures are brought 

forward. 

2) restoration and enhancement of existing biodiversity and geodiversity features on site and 

connectivity to wider ecological networks; and 

3) creation of new biodiversity features and wildlife habitats.  

Where appropriate the council will work with developers to agree a management strategy to 

ensure the protection of, and prevention of adverse impacts on, biodiversity and geodiversity 

features”.    

Policy LD3: Green infrastructure 

This policy states that “Development proposals should protect, manage and plan for the 

preservation of existing and delivery of new green infrastructure, and should achieve the 

following objectives: 

1. identification and retention of existing green infrastructure corridors and linkages; including 

the protection of valued landscapes, trees, hedgerows, woodlands, water courses and 

adjoining flood plain; 

2. provision of on-site green infrastructure; in particular proposals will be supported where this 

enhances the network; and 

3. integration with, and connection to, the surrounding green infrastructure network”.  

 

3.2. Relevant Legislation 

Certain species of animals and plants are protected under the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations7 and/or the Wildlife and Countryside Act8.  These acts also provide the 

basis for designation within England and Wales of internationally and nationally important 

ecological sites, that is international Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for birds, international 

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) for other species and habitats, and national Sites of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs).      

Species and Habitats of Principal Importance for conserving biodiversity (SPI & HPI 

respectively) are defined in England by the list created under the provisions of the NERC Act.  

In Wales, the requirement to produce a list of organisms and habitats of principal importance 

for maintaining and enhancing biodiversity is set out in the Environment (Wales) Act.   

   

                                                     
7 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. 
8 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
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4. Methodology 

 

4.1. Desk study  

A biological record search was requested from Herefordshire Biological Records Centre 

(HBRC) for records of protected and notable species, statutory and non-statutory designated 

sites for nature conservation within 2km of the site.  Desk study data was provided in 

September 2018.  Records held are not an indication of local protected or notable species 

numbers, just of the level of recording effort; i.e. if it is not recorded it does not mean that it is 

not present.   

The relevant OS Explorer Map9 and online aerial photo resources were used to identify 

nearby water features and establish the location and surrounding habitats of the site.   

 

4.2. Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 

The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal survey comprised a daytime inspection of the site and 

the building, undertaken on 21st September 2018 by David Wells.   

The survey aimed to identify any habitat areas of ecological importance, and to identify the 

presence or potential presence of protected and notable species, such as roosting, 

commuting and foraging bats, badger setts, dormice, nesting birds, amphibians (particularly 

great crested newts) and reptiles. 

Species associated with water, including otters, water voles and white-clawed crayfish were 

scoped out of the assessment due to lack of suitable habitat on or near the site.  .  

Bats 

Inspection of the building comprised an external inspection of the sections adjoining the 

proposed development, using torches, binoculars and fibrescope as appropriate.  The 

potential of the site to support important commuting routes or foraging areas was assessed.  

Inspection of the site followed published guidelines on bat surveys for professional 

ecologists.10  

Badgers  

The site was inspected for setts, day-nests, latrines and other evidence of badgers (such as 

feeding signs).  Any setts identified are classified using the definitions provided in NE 

guidance.11   

Dormice 

The site was inspected for its potential to support dormice, and the suitability of the habitat 

was assessed.  Inspection of the site followed published guidelines on dormouse surveys.12  

Nesting birds 

The site was inspected for evidence of use by roosting or nesting birds.  Presence or likely 

presence of SPI, Red or Amber list species13 such as barn owl was noted.  

 

                                                     
9 Ordnance Survey (2002) Explorer OL14: Wye Valley and Forest of Dean 
10 Collins, J. (2016) Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines. Bat Conservation Trust. 
11 Natural England (2011) Badgers and Development: A Guide to Best Practice and Licensing. 
12 Bright, P. et al (2006) The Dormouse Conservation Handbook. Natural England. 
13 BTO (2015). Birds of Conservation Concern 4.  
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Great crested newts 

The survey site was assessed for its suitability to provide terrestrial habitat for great crested 

newts in accordance with the guidance outlined in the Herpetofauna Workers’ Manual14.  

There is no public access to the nearest ponds shown on OS 1:25,000 maps, which are 

approximately 400m to the south-west and south-east of the survey site.   

Reptiles 

The site was assessed for its potential to support reptile species, following guidance outlined 

in the Herpetofauna Workers’ Manual.   

 

4.3. Site survey constraints 

Grassland areas are regularly mown as part of the current management regime, and 

hedgerows had been recently trimmed at the time of survey; as such only a proportion of plant 

species present will have been recorded.   

No attempt was made to access nearby ponds on private land in order to assess their 

suitability for great crested newts.   

The church buildings were not assessed internally for their potential to support roosting bats, 

as external inspection of the sections adjoining the proposed development identified no 

suitable access points.  The potential presence of roosting bats elsewhere within the church 

building has therefore not been assessed.   

 

5. Results/Baseline Ecological Conditions 

 

5.1. Designated sites 

HBRC did not identify any internationally or nationally important designated sites for nature 

conservation within 2km of the survey site. 

Six non-statutory Local Wildlife Sites (SWS), a county based designation, were identified 

within 2km of the survey site; the nearest being approximately 200m to the west and north-

west of the survey site, at its nearest point.  This is the Queenswood Dymock SWS, a large 

area of mixed woodland important for invertebrates and wild daffodils.  Other SWS present 

within 2km are: the Linton Quarry SWS, approximately 420m south-east of the survey site, 

designated for its geological interest; the Lilly Hall Orchards SWS, approximately 500m south-

east of the survey site, designated as a remnant traditional pear orchard; the Withymoor and 

Baldwin’s Wood SWS, approximately 1km south-east of the survey site, designated for its 

ancient woodland habitat; the Linton Church SWS, approximately 1.4km south-west of the 

survey site, designated as a bat roost; and the Marsh near Pinfold Farm SWS, approximately 

1.7km south-west of the survey site, designated for its marshland and pools.     

Five Local Geological Sites, the nearest of which is approximately 340m east of the survey 

site, are also present within 2km.   

It should be noted that both for designated sites and species records (see below), the desk 

study search area did not extend across the Herefordshire/Gloucestershire border, which lies 

700m east of the survey site.  Other designated sites and species records may therefore exist 

                                                     
14 Gent A. & Gibson S. (2003). Herpetofauna Workers’ Manual. JNCC. 
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on the Gloucestershire side of the border within 2km of the survey site, but are considered 

unlikely to inform this assessment. 

 

5.2. Description of the site and habitats present 

The survey area comprises a section at the edge of a large playing field, associated boundary 

hedges and an area of lawn within the grounds of the church.   

The playing field is regularly mown and therefore supports a limited range of plant species 

tolerant of this management, including dandelion, yarrow, white clover, creeping buttercup 

and ribwort plantain. 

The hedgerow separating the playing field from the adjacent lane is regularly managed 

(flailed) and had been recently cut at the time of survey.  It supported a limited range of tree 

and shrub species including hawthorn, holly, with some ash, yew and bramble.  The base of 

the hedge was dominated by ivy, common nettle and cleavers.   

The hedgerow separating the playing field from the grounds of the church was similarly 

managed and had a fairly similar composition, though it supported more privet and yew, and 

had ground-elder at the base in addition to the species also found in the roadside hedge. 

Neither of the hedgerows would be considered ‘Important’ as defined in the Hedgerows 

Regulations.  

The lawn area within the church grounds is very regularly mown and supported a limited 

range of plant species such as daisy, autumn hawkbit white clover and dandelion.    

The adjacent church building has been constructed in several phases; those adjacent to the 

proposed development are of relatively modern construction, largely comprising a single-

storey hall and adjoining village shop with slate roofs and rendered walls.   

Photographs of the survey site are provided in Appendix II.   

 

5.3. Protected and notable species 

Bats 

The desk study revealed no records of bats from the survey site, though records of at least 

eight species (greater and lesser horseshoe, brown long-eared, common and soprano 

pipistrelle, noctule, Natterer’s and barbastelle) were identified within 2km of the survey site.   

External inspection of those parts of the church building adjoining the proposed development 

found no evidence of use by bats.  There were no loose or missing slates, fascias were of 

plastic construction with ventilation grilles along their lower edge, and consequently no 

potential access points for bats were identified.  To the south-west of the proposed coffee 

shop part of the church building is of two-storey construction.  Dormers overlooking the 

proposed development could not be inspected exhaustively for potential bat access points, 

but would be unaffected by the proposals due to their height. 

Although the hedgerows represented potential commuting or foraging corridors for bats, they 

are unlikely to represent a significant commuting or foraging resource due to their 

management and the presence of other suitable corridors (such as the other boundaries of 

the playing field) nearby.    
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Badgers 

There is no obvious use of the site by badgers, although there are records of their presence 

within 2km of the survey site. 

 

Dormice 

The desk study revealed records of dormice in woodland to the west and in hedgerows to the 

south-east of the survey site; in addition it is understood that dormice have been recorded in 

hedgerows within 200m north-east of the survey site.  Although some of the hedgerows in the 

local area are unmanaged, the hedgerows on site would not be expected to support resident 

dormice, due to their management and the resulting lack of food for this species.  The 

hedgerows do have potential to be used as a dispersal corridor for dormice.   

 

Nesting birds  

The desk study revealed records of a number of notable birds (i.e. SPI, Red or Amber list 

species) within 2km of the survey site, but no records for the site itself or immediate 

surroundings.   

No evidence of nesting birds was found but the hedgerows represent suitable habitat for 

nesting birds.  No evidence of nesting birds, and no suitable access points for nesting birds, 

were observed on those parts of the church building adjoining the proposed development.   

 

Great crested newts 

The desk study revealed records of great crested newts within 2km of the survey site, the 

closest record being approximately 475m south-east of the survey site (CEC Ltd. data).   

Although great crested newts will travel considerable distances in order to find suitable 

hibernation and terrestrial foraging sites, the habitat within the survey site is at best sub-

optimal for this species and there is abundant suitable habitat (mature gardens and 

unmanaged hedgerows) between the survey site and nearest pond shown on OS maps 

(approximately 400m south-east of the survey site).   

 

Reptiles 

The desk study revealed no records of reptiles from within 2km of the survey site, but slow-

worms have been reported from nearby gardens. 

The playing field and lawn areas are mown up to the hedgerow bases, consequently the 

survey site provides little suitable habitat for reptiles except within the hedgerow bases.    

 

6. Site Interpretation 

 

The survey site is of relatively low ecological value, but potentially supports some legally 

protected species.  

No designated sites or HPI would be affected by the proposed development, and the site 

does not affect habitats for which nearby KWS are designated.  No evidence of roosting bats 

or badger setts was found, and the presence of great crested newts in terrestrial habitat is 

considered unlikely.   
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Hedgerows on the survey site have the potential to act as a dispersal corridor for dormice, but 

would not be expected to support resident dormice due to their management and low diversity 

of trees and shrubs.   

The hedgerows also have the potential to support small numbers of nesting birds, which 

although unlikely to be of particular conservation concern, are legally protected while breeding 

and therefore represent an ecological constraint to the proposals.   

The hedgerow bases also have the potential to support small numbers of slow-worms, but 

would not be expected to support a significant proportion of the local population, as the mown 

playing field represents sub-optimal habitat compared to local gardens. 

 

7. Ecological Constraints and Opportunities  

 

7.1 Ecological constraints to proposed development 

The only identified ecological constraints are the possible use of the hedgerows as a dispersal 

corridor for dormice, the seasonal presence of nesting birds in the hedgerows, and the 

possible presence of small numbers of slow-worms in the hedgerow bases.   

Recent research has shown that dormice can use sub-optimal features such as managed 

hedgerows as dispersal corridors in the autumn or spring, and that gaps in such features, up 

to approximately 30m wide, do not represent a barrier to dispersal, provided no additional 

risks are present in those gaps (e.g. very busy roads).  Dormice will use these dispersal 

corridors to move to areas of suitable vegetation away from their place of birth, in which they 

will set up home ranges and attempt to breed.  However the hedgerows on the survey site 

would not provide sufficient food resources to form part of a viable home range.  As a result, it 

is not anticipated that the proposed development would disturb dormice or result in the loss of 

nest sites, and the gaps which would be created as a result of the proposed development 

would not represent a barrier to dormouse dispersal, so no significant additional fragmentation 

would occur.  

Nesting birds would be affected by the removal of the hedgerow sections, if active nests were 

present at the time the works took place.  Nesting birds and their nests are legally protected 

while nests are under construction, or when eggs or dependant young are present. 

Reptiles, if present, could be affected by removal of hedgerow bases.  Reptiles are legally 

protected against intentional killing or injury.   

Appropriate mitigation and enhancement, as outlined below, will alleviate potential loss of 

habitat while increasing and improving wildlife opportunities on the site in accordance with the 

guidance provided to Planning Authorities by the NPPF and local planning policies. 

  

7.2. Recommendations for mitigation 

Dormice 

Dormice may use hedgerows as a dispersal corridor, but are considered unlikely to be 

resident in the hedgerows affected by the proposed development.  Although the hedgerow will 

become slightly more fragmented, it is not considered that this will prevent its use as a 

dispersal corridor, and consequently no specific mitigation measures are required.   
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Given that the presence of dormice in the hedgerows at the time works take place is 

considered unlikely, vegetation clearance is not considered licensable for this species.   

Nesting birds 

Sections of hedgerow to be removed could contain active birds’ nests at the time works take 

place, resulting in loss of nests and potentially killing or injury to dependant young.   

Clearing of vegetation must be postponed until the end of the bird-nesting season or, if that is 

not possible, clearance of vegetation must take place only following an inspection by a 

suitably qualified ecologist to confirm the absence of active nests in the sections of hedgerow 

affected.  NE do not issue licences to disturb nesting birds for development purposes, 

consequently if active nests are present works would have to be postponed until dependant 

young had fledged.   

Reptiles 

Reptiles could be affected by removal of hedgerow bases in the sections affected by the 

proposed development, although as the adjoining playing field represents sub-optimal habitat 

for reptiles, it is anticipated that few, if any, slow-worms would be present in the sections 

affected by the proposals.   

Given the low risk of impacts on reptiles, it is considered sufficient for mitigation to comprise a 

check for slow-worms along the hedgerow bases, by a suitably qualified ecologist.  This check 

must be carried out following vegetation clearance but before groundworks commence.   

In the (unlikely) event of any reptiles being found, these will be relocated by the ecologist to 

suitable alternative habitat on the playing field margins or church grounds.  It is important that 

the current management regime in the playing field is maintained until works commence, so 

that the survey site remains of low value to reptiles until the development takes place. 

 

7.3. Recommendations for enhancements 

Birds 

Consideration could be given to provision of bird boxes elsewhere within the church grounds 

to enhance nesting opportunities for birds (provision of nest boxes on the playing field 

boundaries is not recommended as these could be subject to disturbance from users of the 

field).  A range of long-lasting woodcrete boxes are manufactured by Schwegler; suitable 

types to use include the 1B, 2M, 2H and 1MR designs.   

Reptiles 

Consideration could be given to creating a small area on the edge of the playing field (ideally 

adjoining gardens or the church grounds) to be managed for wildlife, without restricting other 

uses of the playing field.  In order to provide habitat more suitable for reptiles, grass should be 

allowed to grow long during the summer months, being cut only between November and 

March, and then cut at least 10cm above ground level.  This management would also benefit 

a range of invertebrate species and associated insectivorous birds.   

Habitats 

Consideration could be given to the planting of native tree and shrub species, which should 

be UK and ideally locally-sourced.  These would provide foraging opportunities for a wider 

range of wildlife than non-native or garden varieties.   
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Consideration could be given to the use of porous paving such as Grasscrete on the 

proposed parking area and new path, as these would allow some vegetation to re-establish 

on these areas, following construction, without compromising their intended uses.   

 

7.4. Site wildlife awareness 

It is the responsibility of the developer and their contractors to maintain due care and attention 

throughout the development process in respect to protected species.  The behaviour of wild 

animals is unpredictable and species that one would not anticipate to be on site may be 

discovered.  If there is any doubt with regards to wildlife or protected species on the site, 

professional advice should be immediately sought.   

 

8. Conclusions 

 

The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal identified no designated sites or important habitats for 

nature conservation on or close to the proposed development site.  The desk study revealed 

records of a number of protected and notable species, the majority of which are considered 

unlikely to be affected by the proposed development. 

The survey identified that the hedgerows within the survey site represent suitable dispersal 

corridors for dormice, but are not suitable for resident dormice due to their management and 

low species diversity.  The hedgerows were also considered suitable for nesting birds and the 

hedgerow bases potentially suitable for small numbers of slow-worms, if present in nearby 

gardens.  Overall, the survey site is considered to be of low value for wildlife, as any protected 

species present are likely to represent a small proportion of the local populations in 

surrounding gardens and woodland.   

The proposed development of the site would therefore potentially affect nesting birds and 

slow-worms, but would not be expected to have a significant effect on dormice or other 

protected species.   

Impacts on nesting birds can be mitigated by timing of works or, if it is unavoidable that works 

take place during the bird breeding season, by a careful inspection prior to vegetation 

clearance to confirm the absence of active nests.   

Impacts on reptiles can be mitigated a by careful inspection following removal of the 

vegetation but prior to commencement of groundworks, with any reptiles found relocated to 

suitable nearby alternative habitat.  The small numbers of reptiles likely to be affected by this 

is unlikely to exceed the carrying capacity of the playing field margins or church grounds.   

Assuming the adequate implementation of mitigation measures detailed above, the proposed 

development is considered consistent with the principles relating to ecology set out in national 

and local planning guidance. 



Collins Environmental Consultancy Ltd. 

Gorlsey Baptist Church 13  October 2018 
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal    

Appendix I 

Summary of species found during survey work 

at land adjacent to Gorsley Baptist Church 
 

Survey carried out by Collins Environmental Consultancy Ltd. 

Ordnance Survey Grid Reference: SO673260. 

Date Surveyors Location Species Min. No. Comment 

21st 

September 

2018 

David 

Wells 

Playing field 

Perennial rye-grass Lolium 

perenne 
 

 

Red fescue Festuca rubra   

Common chickweed Stellaria 

media 
 

 

Creeping buttercup Ranunculus 

repens 
 

 

Dandelion Taraxacum officinale 

agg. 
 

 

Herb-Robert Geranium 

robertianum 
 

 

Ribwort plantain Plantago 

lanceolata 
 

 

White clover Trifolium repens   

Yarrow Achillea millefolium   

Hedgerows 

Hawthorn Crataegus 

monogyna 
 

 

Holly Ilex aquifolium   

Yew Taxus baccata   

Ash Fraxinus excelsior   

Goat willow Salix caprea   

Garden privet Ligustrum 

ovalifolium 
 

 

Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg.   

Ivy Hedera helix   

Traveller’s Joy Clematis vitalba   

Common nettle Urtica dioica   

Common chickweed    

Cleavers Galium aparine   

Ground-elder Aegopodium 

podagraria 
 

 

Herb-Robert   

Church 

grounds 

lawn 

Autumn hawkbit Leontoden 

autumnalis 
 

 

Daisy Bellis perennis   

Dandelion   

Ivy-leaved toadflax Cymbalaria 

muralis 
 

 

Ribwort plantain   

White clover   
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Appendix II 
 

Photographs of land adjacent to Gorsley Baptist Church 
 

 

Figure 1: Proposed car park viewed from south, with boundary hedgerow and lane to left hand side. 

 

Figure 2: Proposed coffee shop location, comprising mown lawn with trimmed hedgerow separating this 

area from the playing field beyond. 
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Figure 3: Parts of church building adjoining the proposed coffee shop development 
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Appendix III 
 

Site Plan of land adjacent to Gorsley Baptist Church 

 

 

 
Not to scale  
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Appendix IV 
 

Staff Profiles 

 

Rebecca Collins BSc (Hons) CEnv MCIEEM Managing Director 

Rebecca has a degree from the University of Wales, College of Cardiff, where she read Zoology.  

She was the recipient of a Millennium Award for Conservation from Bristol Zoological Gardens for 

developing monitoring programmes for bats.  She has over eighteen years’ conservation experience 

specialising in bats, but also covering other legally protected species.  Rebecca is heavily involved in 

bat and mammal conservation at local, regional and national level in voluntary and professional 

capacities (including appearing on local and national radio & television).  She has over sixteen years’ 

experience as an environmental consultant to property developers, providing clients with advice with 

regards to mitigation and compliance.  NE and NRW requires that a suitably experienced ecologist to 

obtain European Protected Species licences on behalf of developers; Rebecca has acted as licence 

ecologist for many developers, providing the expertise for the timely delivery of the licence 

requirements.  Rebecca holds NE licences to survey for bats, great crested newts, barn owls, small 

mammals and shrews, and dormice; licence numbers WMLCL18(Level 2)- 2015-14886-CLS-CLS, 

WMLCL08- 2016-20994-CLS-CLS, CL29/00100, SA:195:95 and WMLCL10A-2016-22629-CLS-CLS 

respectively; NRW bat, great crested newt and dormouse licences, nos. 61286:OTH:CSAB:2014, 

61420:OTH:SA:2014, 60642:OTH:SA:2014 respectively; SNH bat licence 11744.  She has an NE 

possession licence (20080403) for live and dead bat specimens, and is an accredited agent on NE 

white-clawed crayfish licence 20100127.  She is a Registered Consultant (RC116) able to use the Bat 

Low Impact Class Licence system.  Rebecca is an accredited bat worker trainer for the BCT and NE 

and delivers training courses for other organisations, including a module for an MSc in Biological 

Recording for Manchester Metropolitan University.  Rebecca is a member of the Chartered Institute of 

Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) (and is a member of CIEEM’s Professional 

Standards Committee), and holds Chartered Environmental status as awarded by the Society for the 

Environment.  She also holds a City & Guilds Certificate in Confined Space Entry (6150-02).   

 

David Wells BSc (Hons) CEnv MCIEEM, Technical Director 

David has a Biology degree from Southampton University and is a professional ecologist with 

nineteen years’ experience, including fifteen years working as a consultant.  He is a specialist in 

protected species surveys, impact assessment and mitigation design, particularly for bats and 

dormice, and is an experienced Ecological Clerk of Works.  Formerly a Technical Director at a large, 

well-respected ecological consultancy, he has extensive experience of bat surveys and mitigation 

design, training of other staff, production of ecology chapters for Environmental Statements, and 

production of Habitats Regulations Assessments.  David holds NE & NRW survey licences for bats, 

dormice, barn owls and great crested newts; licence numbers WMLCL18(Level 2)- 2015-13591-CLS-

CLS, 61100:OTH:CSAB:2014, WMLCL10A(Level1)-CLS01327, 57918:OTH:SA:2014, 2016-22428-

CLS-CLS, 63842:OTH:DBE:2015, WMLCL08-CLS01327 and 57900:OTH:SA:2014 respectively.  

David also holds an SNH bat licence (34151).  He is the named ecologist on numerous development 

licences in England and Wales, mainly for bats and dormice, but also badgers.  David is the author or 

co-author of several publications, including several articles in CIEEM’s In Practice magazine and the 

Mammal Society’s UK BAP Mammals: Interim Guidance for Survey Methodologies, Impact 

Assessment and Mitigation.  He teaches courses on dormice and other mammals for the Mammal 

Society and has been an external tutor for Bristol University.  David is a member of CIEEM (and is a 

member of CIEEM’s Membership Admissions Committee), and also holds Chartered Environmental 
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status.  He also holds a Construction Skills Certification Scheme (CSCS) Environmental Manager 

Passport and a City & Guilds Certificate in Confined Space Entry (6150-02).  

 

 

CEC Ltd. has a number of associates for specialised surveys, and a team of sub-contractors, who 

work under the direct supervision of CEC Ltd.’s experienced ecologists, regardless of their level of 

experience.   

 

CEC Ltd. staff and their sub-contractors undertake regular in-house and external training as part of 

their Continuing Professional Development, including “Working at Heights“ and First Aid.   

 


