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A survey was undertaken on the 29th March 2019 to assess a hedgerow at Gorsley
Chapel, Gorsley, Ross on Wye, Herefordshire HR9 7SE. This report details the method
and findings of the survey. The purpose of the survey was to see whether lawful removal
of a section of hedgerow could be completed without causing any damage to breeding
birds, their eggs or nests. If active nests were found, works would have to be postponed
until dependant young had fledged. The removal of the hedge was required to comply with
a recently granted planning permission, which stipulated that agreed access and visibility
provision must be completed before any other works commenced.
It is an offence under Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981 to intentionally
take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built, or to
intentionally kill, injure or take chicks or adults, or intentionally take or destroy any eggs.
The hedge removal activity would only be able to proceed providing no nests were found
in the hedgerow length in question, and no activity was observed showing that birds may
currently be building a nest in this location.
Description of Hedge
The length of hedge to be removed is approximately 75 metres. The location can be seen
in Fig. 1 below.

Fig 1 – Location of Hedge to be removed shown as red dotted line.

The hedge was a low, heavily flailed hedge, bordered on one side by the road and the
other side by amenity grassland. The opposite side of the lane has a housing development

in progress, and most of the vegetation on the road side of the hedge was covered in a
layer of mud/ dust from the construction vehicles opposite.
Also on the other side of the road was another hedge, with a row of tall trees that partially
screened the housing development.
The hedge being surveyed was species poor, and mostly made up of hawthorn and holly,
with a few privet and elder plants, and one small yew bush. The ground flora had no
ancient woodland indicators and was made up of cleavers, nettles and cow parsley with
some bramble, cuckoo-pint and ivy, and one solitary violet.
The hedge was not ideal nesting habitat, especially this early in the year. The hawthorn
leaves were just starting to emerge, and there was some holly and ivy, but in general there
was very little cover and the hedge was very thin.
Methodology
Pre-clearance survey - Nesting birds
The hedge was observed quietly for an hour during fine weather, and bird behaviour
monitored to see if any nest building activity was evident. The whole hedge length
(including a 5 metre buffer at the northern end) was then carefully searched from both
sides to look for evidence of any nests or nests under construction. Cleavers were
removed from the hedge to allow for careful searching.
Post- clearance survey - Presence of Slow worms (as recommended by the ecology
report).
The base of the hedge was carefully and thoroughly searched for slow-worms, or other
reptiles or amphibians.
The follow photographs (Figs 2 – 7) show the hedge during the survey.

Fig 2 – Hedge during survey

Fig 3 – Hedge during survey

Fig 4 – Close up showing typical hedge density

Fig 5 – Cleavers in base of hedge

Fig 6 – Ivy and ground flora

Fig 7 – Cuckoo-pint

Results
Pre-clearance survey - Nesting birds
Following the hour of quiet observation (10.15am – 11.15am) from both sides of the
hedge, no birds were observed using the hedge, and no evidence of nesting activity was
observed. Several birds were recorded in the nearby hedge with tall trees in, including
greenfinch, grey wagtail, great tit, blue tit, common crow, wood pigeon and a goldfinch, but
none were using the hedge to be removed.
A thorough search of the hedge was made from both sides following removal of cleavers,
and no nests or nests under construction were found in the 75 metres to be removed, or
the 5 metre buffer. No nests from the previous season were observed either.
The proximity to the road and the very active building site are likely to have discouraged
nest building in this location. The timing of works means that we are also only a couple of
weeks into nest-building season, and this also reduced the likelihood of finding nests.

A thorough search of the base of the hedgerow was also conducted to see if any slow
worms or other wildlife such as frogs/ toads/ newts could be found and moved before any
clearance commenced.
Having found no evidence of nesting birds, nests or eggs, it was deemed safe to proceed
with removal of the hedge, provided the work was carried out straight away, to prevent
nests being built between the survey time and removal.
Hedge removal was carried out between 11.30am and 1pm on the same day, with the
surveyor present.

Post- clearance survey - Presence of Slow worms
The ecology report suggested that following removal of the hedgerow, a second survey
should be carried out to check the base of the hedge area for slow worms.
The method of removal was a load-all with a grab on the front. The load-all operator used
the grab to lift a section of shrubs out of the ground. The area was then immediately
surveyed for slow worms, amphibians, reptiles etc. The operator then moved on to the
next section of hedge. No slow worms, amphibians or reptiles were found during hedge
removal.
The following photographs show the removal of the hedge and the base of the hedge
during the slow worm survey (Figs 8 – 10).

Fig 8 – Commencement of hedge removal

Fig 9 – State of hedge during slow worm survey

Fig 10 – Hedge now removed

Conclusions
The removal of this species-poor hedge was carried out successfully with no damage to
birds, their nests, eggs or young. The hedge will be replanted slightly further back as part
of the proposed development, and will hopefully be planted using a good range of native
species.

Footnote: Danny Newman has a BSc Hons Degree in Agriculture and Countryside Management from
Aberystwyth University, and has worked for the past 16 years for Natural England (and its predecessors) as
a Lead Adviser in Land Management, advising on Higher Level and Higher Tier Stewardship Schemes and
also as the Responsible Officer for several Sites of Special Scientific Interest.

